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The ultimate valuce of ccological knowledge is thoe degroece to which it s
incorporated into socicety. Scveral cexamples will boe prescented of current
and futurce NASA programs which will impacl and cnhanco ccological
knowledge.  The {first, using remote sensing, deals with identification of
specific potential malaria outbhreaks prior Lo thoe time that the Anopheles
vopulatl ion has increased to levels that constitutoe a medical hazard. By
ulilizing these data preventive mcasurces can boe dnstitutoed.  NASA has a
program, the Controlled Fcological 1Lifc Support Systoem(CH1LSS), whose goal
ic 1o develop Lhoe expertise and technology to maintain a closed ccological
systom for regencerating waltoer and oxygen as well as provide food. A test
bhed has been in operation on Farth for scveral yecars. An initial program
the CHLSS Tost Facility will be one component of Spacoe Station Freodom
(O51)Y . Since  S$SF will be din oa 28.5 degrece orbit above and boelow the
ccnator it will provide the opportunity for intcensive vicwing of the
tropics from low carth orbit. “The potential oxists to utilirze attached
payload sites on the stalion to provide data on various aspects of the
astmosphere, and the carth in this dnportant region of the world. On a
Porosaer scealoe NASA has a large onagoing program i carth obsorvalion

itoed to ccological rescarch.




